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in the explanations of the phenomena was observed.
For example, there was an increase in the percent-
age of responses: indicating that the length of the
shadows varies throughout the day (from 18.4% to
41.6%) and during the year (from 6.1% to 29.2%),
depending on the position of the Sun; considering
sundials as devices that permits the reading of the
hours on the basis of the behavior of the shadows
(from 3.1% to 29.3%); with the opinion that the sun
is not daily by zenith (from 36.9% to 95.4%).
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Itinerant Educative Observatory (OEI) is a perma-
nent program of our Department of Astronomy since
1999. It aims to lecture Astronomy to teachers of
fundamental and middle levels, using attractive re-
sources such as telescopic observations, audiovisuals,
and multimedia. The training courses are requested
by different cities of Rio Grande do Sul and nearby
states and are organized by a local committee of
the requesting city. In 2014, with federal funds, we
are uniting efforts with other extension project: the
Galileo Teacher Training Program (GTTP). This is
an international program developed to train teach-
ers in the effective use of astronomy education tools
and resources in their science classes. The program,
that is a legacy of IYA2009, aims to create a world-
wide network of Galileo Ambassadors the promoters
of the training workshops and Galileo Teachers the
teachers who bring the learned methodologies into
classroom. To supplement these activities, we ini-
tiated a new program in 2012 called Adventurers
of the Universe. University professors, undergrad-
uates students and teachers of high-school and ele-
mentary school of social vulnerable communities de-
velop transdiciplinary didactic sequences where As-
tronomy is the central focus to motivate different
processes of teaching and learning, considering dif-
ferent learning levels, designed for direct use in the
classroom. The objective of the program is to con-
tribute to the didactic transposition through the dis-
cussion about how to relate astronomy with other

science and non-science disciplines. In 2012 we col-
laborated with 20 teachers of one school, and 900
students. In 2013, the collaborations were expanded
to include teachers and students of 3 other schools.
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RECA (Red de Estudiantes Colombianos de As-
tronomia) is a national network created by Colom-
bian students that needed to be connected by their
love for astronomy and astrophysics. It compiles
most of the university groups and individuals that
are willing to make part of a bigger community that
gives benefits such as outreach activities, student
links, and resources. This work is divided in 3 main
parts. The first one is a quick review of the history
of RECA since it was proposed in the III Colom-
bian Astronomy Congress until today. After that,
we review all the achievements and activities that
the network has made and the people that collabo-
rated to make it possible. Finally, we emphasize the
vision that RECA has for the next years and what it
can give to the development of astronomy in Latin
America regarding to students flux, training and re-
search.
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International Astronomical Search Collaboration
(TASC) is an international educational project be-
tween universities, schools, observatories and re-
search institutions. Its main objective is to enroll
high school and college students in the monitor-
ing and discovery of asteroids and Near Earth Ob-
jects (NEOs), especially Potentially Hazardous As-
teroids. The methodology consists in the analysis of



