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astronomical images obtained in several observato-
ries in North America and Hawaii. The images are
distributed throughout the school network and the
results must be delivered in a 72-hour timeframe.
Since 2010 Brazilian universities and schools have
joined IASC, resulting in over a dozen new asteroids
found (3 of them NEOs), and hundreds of measure-
ments for already known asteroids. A major event in
this collaboration was the All-Brazil Asteroid Search
Campaign, which was conducted in September 2012.
2013 marks the fourth year of Brazilian participa-
tions in IASC, with one important milestone: the
third straight appearance of a Brazilian institution
in the Pan-STARRS campaign, which uses the PS1
telescope in Haleakala, Hawaii. We will present a
summary of the overall results, as well as the latest
news from 2013 campaigns. We will discuss the im-
pact promoted by the past events, such as how the
interest in astronomy changed before and after the
campaigns, and it has helped the students to choose
their future careers.

1 Universidade Federal de São Carlos, Brazil.

SOUTH AFRICA CALLS ITALY: EFFECTIVE
EXCHANGE ACTIVITY THROUGH COSTLESS

(SKYPE LIKE) CONNECTIONS IN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE EU UNAWE PROJECT
A. Zanazzi1, L. Albanese1, and Troshini Naidoo2

In summer 2012 the Italian EU-UNAWE team joined
with the South African team in Cape Town, work-
ing with the township schools organizing activities
at school and also a teachers’ training event at the
SAAO Observatory. In order to involve in the ex-
change not only the project’s experts but also to
the teachers and the children, we organized Skype
connections between the Cape town teachers par-
ticipating in the project and the teachers in Sicily
(South Italy) that also participated in one of the
Italian training sessions and later between the chil-
dren of the Italian school and those in Zanemfundo
School (Cape Town). Thanks to this chance of seeing
each other and talking directly, children have - with
huge interest and participation - shared and learned
methods, experiences, curiosities. They shared their
prepared actual science researches, in order to under-
stand why an equal gnomon cast different shadows
at the same time in the two countries. The teachers
confronted on curricula, didactic methodologies such
as working with a background story during the whole
school year, interdisciplinary uses of astronomy, lan-
guages etc. The EU-UNAWE project and Interna-
tional or Regional conferences such as LARIM are
perfect chances to create exchanges between coun-
tries all around the World, and this simple communi-
cation model between children and teachers appears
like an enormous resource yet to be fully exploited.

1 INAF - Osservatorio Astrofisico di Arcetri, Largo E. Fermi
5 - 50125 Firenze, Italy.
2 South African Astronomical Observatory, Observatory 7935,
Cape Town, South Africa.
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